372                "MILNER'S   MERRY  SPEECH"
In whatever branch the students worked they were able to meet in the Students' Union, a large and living organisation which included them all. It was founded the year before Toynbee Hall was built, and has had so many children that its inception and birthday deserve to be chronicled. . . I give all my husband's letter in which he tells me of it, because it shows the sides of his nature not usually connected with education, but without which the education he advocated would have been a meaner, weaker product,
To H. 0. B., January 19th, 1883.—The day is over. I feel wonderfully well, vigorous, and more satisfied with myself than I have felt for a long time.
Last night we had a very jolly party. About sixty University Extension students came. I addressed them. Text being " Alice Hart>? and expansion being " Thoroughness." The text was inspiring, and on the whole I believe I did well. There must be more of such meetings; if thus we can weld the students together, the classes may go better.
This morning I preached and new life went into old words as I showed people what religion had to do with life. In the afternoon Gell came. His speech was too sermony. He is a Joke, He missed your presence by the appearance of the drawing-room. " Make it like her," said I. Then he began kicking the chairs over and putting things out of shape. Quite sure he could do it. I roared at him and said I would tell his " Gossip " his idea of her taste. He will come and dine with you on Saturday if you will
ask him. Mr. and Mrs. S------ came to tea. He is a fair and
thin-looking man, a remnant of a Stubbs. His wife loves him, so there must be something in him. He preached a simple sermon on abhorring evil. There was a very good congregation, quite 200 people I should say.
A month later, I being still away ill, my husband wrote :
To H. 0. B.s February 25th, 1883.—Milner brought his cousin to the party, so would not come to dinner. The party was a capital one; about eighty real students came and we formed a Students' Union. Milner made one of the merriest of speeches. The people enjoyed him.
Nine years after this " merry speech," Mr. Barnett, writing of the Students' Union, which then took in about sixty per cent, of those attending the courses, societies, and classes, said: